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AUSA to lodge police complaint over Rice visit
Representatives of the Auckland University Students’ Association (AUSA) will lodge a formal complaint over United States Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice at the Auckland Central Police station at 2.30pm this afternoon.

Yesterday AUSA offered any Auckland University student a $5000 reward if they are able to make a successful citizen's arrest of United States Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice during her visit to Auckland this weekend, for her role in overseeing the illegal invasion and continued occupation of Iraq.

“While we still hope an Auckland University student might be able to make a successful citizen’s arrest of Rice, we are also pursuing official channels available to us to have this war criminal arrested,” said AUSA President David Do.

“Student associations in New Zealand have a long history of being involved in fighting for global justice, dating back to student involvement in the 1981 anti-Springbok tour protests and the US war in Indochina in the 1960s and 1970s. By opposing Rice’s visit and seeking her arrest we seek to continue that proud tradition,” says David Do.

“We believe that Rice’s involvement in the authorisation of the torture of suspected terrorists is a crime under two separate New Zealand statutes, the Geneva Conventions Act 1958 and the Crimes of Torture Act 1989*, and are asking the New Zealand Police to arrest and prosecute Rice for her involvement in these crimes,” says AUSA International Affairs Officer Omar Hamed. 

“Rice’s authorisation of the use of physical torture of suspected terrorists including simulated drowning (waterboarding) and physical assaults would make Rice liable to be prosecuted and sentenced to up to fourteen years under New Zealand law. We hope the Police act swiftly to bring to justice someone whose crimes stretch across oceans,” concluded Mr Hamed.  
ENDS

*Supplementary notes of these statutes are attached.
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Supplementary information about relevant New Zealand statutes

Geneva Conventions Act 1958, Section 3(1)

“Any person who in New Zealand or elsewhere commits, or aids or abets or procures the commission by another person of, a grave breach of any of the Conventions or of the First Protocol is guilty of an indictable offence.”

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1958/0019/latest/DLM318045.html#DLM318045
Crimes of Torture Act 1989, part 1, section 4

Jurisdiction in respect of acts of torture

No proceedings for an offence against any of the provisions of section 3 of this Act shall be brought unless—

(a) The person to be charged is a New Zealand citizen; or

(b) The person to be charged is present in New Zealand; or

(c) The act or omission constituting the offence charged is alleged to have occurred in New Zealand or on board a ship or an aircraft that is registered in New Zealand.

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1989/0106/latest/DLM192847.html#DLM192847
News story: ‘Sources: Top Bush Advisors Approved 'Enhanced Interrogation'

http://abcnews.go.com/print?id=4583256
“The most senior Bush administration officials discussed and approved specific details of how high-value al Qaeda suspects would be interrogated by the Central Intelligence Agency…

…The so-called Principals who participated in the meetings also approved the use of "combined" interrogation techniques -- using different techniques during interrogations, instead of using one method at a time -- on terrorist suspects who proved difficult to break…

…the Principals Committee included Vice President Cheney, former National Security Advisor Condoleezza Rice, Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld and Secretary of State Colin Powell, as well as CIA Director George Tenet and Attorney General John Ashcroft…As the national security adviser, Rice chaired the meetings…

…Critics at home and abroad have harshly criticized the interrogation program, which pushed the limits of international law and, they say, condoned torture.”
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